
This Is For You

A writing zine about scuba divers, 
your future, and personal growth. 

Carthage College Writing Center



What are you reading? 
College writing is inescapable—for better 

or for worse. At Carthage, there are a plethora 
of resources available to students to make sure 
they feel supported during the academic year, 
including the Brainard Writing Center. 

Within this zine we’ve worked to: banish 
misconceptions about visiting writing centers, 
address the anxiety that comes with asking for 
help, and give an idea of what honing your 
skills as a writer can do for you in college and 
beyond. 

At the writing center we offer guidance 
during any stage of the writing process; tutors 
can help even if a student hasn’t started writ-
ing yet. Even before a student starts writing 
it’s easy for tutors to understand that asking 
for help comes with some strings attached. 
That’s where this cool book you’re holding 
comes in handy. 

Lastly, we’d like to say thank you. You 
picked up a funky looking pamphlet despite not 
really knowing what might be inside.

COnsider this,,,,
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        It’s midterm season in your first 
writing-intensive course and your pro-
fessor starts talking 
about your first 
paper that will 
count for a good 
percentage of 
your grade. 
They mention 
things like a 
thesis, supporting 
evidence, a count-
er-argument, and a bibliog-
raphy. It seems like most 
other people in the class un-
derstand so the professor 
does not stop to take time and 
explain. If this sounds familiar to 
you, you are not alone and you are not 
behind either! 

There are plenty of reasonable explanations 
as to why you may be feeling at a disad-
vantage in your first writing course. While 
many high schools preach the five-para-
graph essay model and college-level pre-

paredness, there are many that 
focus more on post-high 

school trades or oc-
cupations. It can 
feel like you are 
expected to 
know everything 
the first time 
around once you 
reach a college 

campus, but 
asking for help is 
the best thing you 
can do for your-
self. 

WHy the scuba 
divers??



Cheryl Hogue Smith shares an analogy in her article 
“Diving in Deeper”: Bringing Basic Writers’ Thinking 
to the Surface that outlines exactly what it’s like 
to have a different baseline of understanding when 

faced with a problem. She says:

“I offer a riddle: A scuba diver drowns in 

125 ft of water with an air tank still 

half-filled with air. Why does he drown?” 

(Smith 2010)

She goes on to explain that this 
riddle can only be answered cor-
rectly by an experienced diver. 
Someone with no experience will 
still try to answer, but due to 
their lack of prior knowledge, 
they won’t have the specifics. 
This analogy goes to show that 

everyone starts somewhere differ-
ent, so don’t feel like you’ve lost 
before you’ve even begun! Seek the 

help you need and bridge that 
gap to fill in the missing pieces.

This is called: Different levels of abstraction

“He was attacked by a shark? 

his air tank malfunctioned? 

he hit his head on something? 

he be came stuck in something?”

Non-diver

Expert diver

“the scuba diver became infused 

with nitrogen and developed 

nitrogen narcosis (a condition 

known as "narced”), which, at 

depths of around 100 ft and 

below, can cause a scuba diver to 

feel drunk and make a danger-

ous mistake like removing the 

air regulator from his mouth 

and trying to give it to a fish.”
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You’re not the only one

Asking for help or wanting to improve 
your writing does not mean you are less 
than (it s actually the opposite). It is 

an essential part for all writers,      
including scientists, experts, and       

researchers. 

Improving your writing 

puts yourself on their 

level  its all about the 

mindset
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It’s about: 

- confidence

-self-improvement

-your future
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but Remember

This is for YOU

Many students struggle with a 
big change as they transition into 
college. That may or may not be you 

though. You could have adjusted just 
fine and you might make it all the 
way to senior year without getting 
caught up in your workload… until 

you have to write a thesis. It doesn’t 
have to be so scary, though, because 
there are resources available to help 

you! Arguably one of the hardest 
things to get used to in college is 

academic writing, and that is where 
the Writing Center comes in. 

We are here to help you hone the 
skills you need to be a success-
ful writer. At first, it may seem 
like the Writing Center is just a 

place you are sometimes re-
quired to visit or an opportunity 
to get extra credit, but it can 

be so much more than that. 
It is a place 

for you.



What could this lead to?

When you look ahead, what do you 
see? You’ve graduated college.—You could 
continue to graduate school or enter the 
workforce, but you still need your writ-
ing skills to continue down your path to 
success. You will need to rely on your 
writing proficiency for: 

-resumes
-job applications
-grad school 
-raises and promotions 
-and so much more! 

Give yourself the best chance at success! 

we can help with that! 

 The Writing Fellows on staff are 
your friendliest peers who spent a 
whole semester in training before being 
put on the schedule and made available 
to help you. We are here to help you, in 
a judgment-free environment, and our 
main goal is your personal growth.
 Visiting the Writing Center is com-
pletely painless and will, hopefully, 
leave you feeling confident in your 
work. Make an appointment on 
  carthage.mywconline.com! 

We hope to see you soon! 



SO, whO wrOte this?
 I am a big fan of the Writing 
Center. I am always trying to 

hype it up and make sure people 
know how great it is. Do you 
know how great the Writing 

Center is? It’s great. Everyone is 
so nice and funny and drop-dead 
gorgeous and humble. Anyway, I 
hope you liked this zine and I 

hope you have gained some con-
fidence in your writing from it!

MOrgan 
Taylor

Hi! I’m River and I’m a writing 
fellow at Carthage. I love every-

thing and anything that has to do 
with writing, so this zine was a 
great way for me and my co-cre-
ators to express ourselves cre-

atively while also providing stu-
dents with accurate information 

about what we offer at the 
Center. I hope you liked the zine! 
Please visit us at the Center for 

all your writing needs. :)

River 
Finnegan

Madeline
Paakkonen

I love the forever growing 
community of staff, students, 
and fellows that we have cre-
ated at the Carthage Writing 

Center. Creating this zine 
brought together so many of 
my passions, so I hope you en-
joyed! If you get anything out 
of this, I hope you see the im-
portance in wanting to improve 
yourself in whatever ways you 

choose! :) 

Thank you for reading!! 
Sincerely, 

Three Writing Fellows



Inspired by research 
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