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Irish Celtic sages call it a thin place: a space where the distance between heaven and 
earth collapses, where worlds are fused together, where the veil between what is 
perceived through the senses and what exists beyond perception is sheer.
 
These places can exist anywhere: an ancient shrine, a mountaintop outlook,  
a crowded dinner table. But wherever they appear — whenever they appear — time 
falls away, the noise of the world stops, and wonder slips in behind the locked doors  
of our hearts.
 
On a particularly ordinary night thousands of years ago, the boundaries between the 
visible and the invisible thinned enough for a tiny infant to pass through. Born into 
an unwelcoming world, possessing neither power nor prestige, this child held only 
the promise of divine, earth-moving, unquenchable love: a love that still resonates 
through every atom, every molecule of being that travels through the universe.
 
Tonight, we invite you to contemplate this divine wonder: that God would take on the 
form of the most vulnerable of us, choosing empathy over power, hope over fear, and 
love over apathy. Let us witness the hope of the Nativity blazing through the skies like 
an aurora, inviting us to reflect upon the promise of holy darkness; and let us quiet 
our hearts and minds to find that thin place where heaven and earth meet, where God 
is close, where Christ will be born in us again. 

Please turn off all electronic devices. Hold your applause until the end of the performance, and refrain from 
using cameras and video or audio recorders. We appreciate your help in keeping the event free of extraneous 
noises by avoiding entering or exiting while an ensemble is performing, opening cough drops wrappers as 
quietly and quickly as possible, and ensuring that hearing aids or assisted listening devices are not creating 
feedback. Thank you for your assistance. 

WITH GENEROSITY:
Isabelle and William Wittig Nativity Star
Jim and LaRue Unglaube Advent Wreath

Fritsch Memorial Organ



SHARE IN THE WONDER 

Reading: This Hopeful Silence �������������������������������������� Margaret Burk (b. 1990)
Darkness holds many truths.
We all approach darkness as the unknown, the unfamiliar, the intimidating 
	 absence of perspective with which we can relate.
Darkness, then, is deprivation.

Until

we close our eyes, breathe
	 And let darkness become the stage
	 Upon which light and hope and freedom can dance.

In darkness, we find wonder.
We confront truths that astound us. We hear
	 Stories of a child, born to refugees, 
	 Already sought by powerful men,
	  .  .  .  .  . Who holds the hope of the universe in his tiny, wrinkled hands.

We hear stories of angels, of shepherds, of miracles
	 And while it all seems so far away,
 the love of that small family, 
	 The adoration of those humble country folk,
The small but profound celebrations
Under that night sky still reverberate today–
One of those truths that beckons us to thankfulness.

What is wonder, after all, if not the confluence 
of awe and gratitude?

Let us come together here, in this moment, 
	 This darkness,
	 This moment of possibility,
Under those same stars that witnessed
	 The rending of the veil between the worlds.
And let us wait and watch
	 In this hopeful silence
As quiet wonder, ancient wisdom, and
	 Divine love, both unknown and yet so familiar,
Enter our own stories once again.

In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness ������������������������������������� DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

Combined Choirs



As the Dark Awaits the Dawn����������������������������������Christopher Aspaas (b. 1973)

Carthage Choir

First Advent Candle: HOPE

A reading from the book of Jeremiah:
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

A reading from the book of Isaiah:
The people walking in darkness
    have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
    a light has dawned.
 For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Lighting of the First Advent Candle

Please stand as you are able and sing:

HYMN: Prepare the Royal Highway �������������������� BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN
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Вознесения на солнце (Shining More Brightly)  .   .   .   .   .   .   . Ukrainian Carol, 
			   arr. Nikolai Kachanov

Carthage Treble Choir

Resonet in Laudibus��������������������������������������������������������Jacob Handl (1550-1591)

Lincoln Chamber Singers

Hymn to St. Theresa ������������������������������������������������������ Jocelyn Hagen (b. 1980)

Wind Orchestra

Second Advent Candle: PEACE

PEACE IS FIRE! from Tuvayhun: Beatitudes for a Wounded World .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  
		   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Charles Anthony Silvestri (b. 1965)

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they will be called children of God. (Matthew 5:9) 

Peace is not a silent state 
That comes upon us from within— 
Serene, detached, oblivious. 

Peace is not a force like rain 
That comes, unbidden, from above— 
Gentle, enfolding, natural. 

Peace is fire! Peace is passion! 
Peace requires strength of will, 
A certain courage, a heart of iron, 
A force abiding to fulfill. 

Peace is not a foregone fate; 
For peace, like war, must be waged— 
Mindfully, deliberately, 
With arms ever ready,
 And eyes wide open. 

The waging of peace is our highest call.

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle

Please stand as you are able and sing:



HYMN: People, Look East!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      BESANÇON
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There Is No Rose  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Margaret Burk (b. 1990)

Now May We Singen .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Cecilia McDowall (b. 1951)

Lincoln Chamber Singers

Concerto a due cori No. 1, HWV 332 .  .  .  .  .     George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
	 Allegro ma non troppo

Wind Orchestra

Third Advent Candle: JOY

A reading from the Gospel of Luke:
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she 
exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!  But why 
am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  As soon as the sound of 
your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has 
believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”

 



Lighting of the Third Advent Candle

Please stand as you are able and sing:

HYMN: He Came Down That We May Have Love  .  .  .  .  .  .       HE CAME DOWN
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Iesous ahatonnia (Jesus is born)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . arr. Peter Dennee

Нова радість (New Joy)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Ukrainian Carol, arr. Nikolai Kachanov

Lo, How a Rose/The Rose  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Michael Praetorius (1572-1621) 
and Amanda McBroom (b. 1947)

Arr. Craig Hella Johnson
Carthage Chorale

Fourth Advent Candle: LOVE

“First Coming”  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Madeleine L’Engle (1918-2007)
He did not wait till the world was ready,
till men and nations were at peace.
He came when the Heavens were unsteady,
and prisoners cried out for release.

He did not wait for the perfect time.
He came when the need was deep and great.
He dined with sinners in all their grime,
turned water into wine. He did not wait



till hearts were pure. In joy he came
to a tarnished world of sin and doubt.
To a world like ours, of anguished shame
he came, and his Light would not go out.

He came to a world which did not mesh,
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.
In the mystery of the Word made Flesh
the Maker of the stars was born.

We cannot wait till the world is sane
to raise our songs with joyful voice,
for to share our grief, to touch our pain,
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!

Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle

Please stand as you are able and sing:

HYMN: Love has Come! A Light in the Darkness  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  BRING A TORCH
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Bogoroditse Devo .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Andrej Makor (b. 1987)
	  
Oh Jesus, Sweet Child .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           German Carol, arr. Winnie Brückner

Carthage Treble Choir



Please remain seated and sing:

HYMN: In the Bleak Midwinter .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    CRANHAM
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Psalm and Fugue, Op. 40a .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              Alan Hovhaness (1911-2000)

Carthage Philharmonic

Please stand as you are able and sing:

HYMN: On Christmas Night  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   SUSSEX CAROL
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The Word Was God .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                Rosephanye Powell (b. 1962)

Christ the Appletree .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Stanford Scriven (b. 1988)

In dulce jubilo  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  German Carol, arr. Jetse Bremer

Carthage Choir

Please stand as you are able and sing:

HYMN: Hark, the Herald Angels Sing  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  MENDELSSOHN
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Please be seated.
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SERVICE OF LIGHT

Creator of the Stars of Night  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Plainsong, Mode IV

Combined Choirs – Seniors

Reading: John 1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness; 
and the darkness did not overcome it. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

The Prayer 

The Candle Lighting Carol

Please stand as you are able and sing:

Silent Night, Holy Night .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      STILLE NACHT
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PLEASE REMAIN STANDING

The Blessing

The Sending Carol: O Come, All Ye Faithful .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  ADESTE FIDELES
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Вознесения на солнце  
(Shining More Brightly)
Shining more brightly than the sun, in the cave now,
the Lord Jesus lies upon the hay in a manger.
Enduring the cold winter,
our Creator trembles,
He, who holds the whole world in his hands.
The sun, the moon, and the stars shine brightly.
The mountains, fields and seas rejoice.
Fields and forests
honor the King of Glory,
for they are of His kingdom.
Most pure Mary, beneficial wines*
ask of your Son for us:
that we may yet live
with the promise of heaven.
All praise to you and God.
[*grace-giving sustenance]
– Ukrainian Carol (Sung in Ukrainian)

Resonet in laudibus (Let praises resound)
Let praises resound
with joyous acclaim:
To Sion’s faithful
the child born of Mary has appeared.

What Gabriel foretold has been fulfilled.
Eia, A Virgin bore God,
As the divine mercy willed.

Today He has appeared in Israel:
From the Virgin Mary is born a King.
– Anonymous, c. 1360 (sung in Latin)

There is no rose
There is no rose of such virtue
As is the rose that bare Jesu;
    Alleluia.

For in this rose contained was
Heaven and earth in little space;
    Res miranda. (Wonderful thing.)

By that rose we may well see
That he is God in persons three,
    Pares forma. (Equal in form.)

Leave we all this worldly mirth,
And follow we this joyful birth;
    Transeamus. (Let us follow.)
– Trad. English, c. 1420

Now may we singen 
The Babe to us that now is born,
Wonderful works He hath ywrought,
He would not loss what was forlorn,
But boldly again it bought;

And thus it is Forsooth ywis,
He asketh nought but that is His.
Now may we singen as it is.
Quod puer natus est nobis.

This bargain loved He right well,
The price was high and bought full dear.
Who would suffer and for us feel
As did that Prince withouten peer?
And thus it is Forsooth ywis… 

His ransom for us hath ypaid;
Good reason have we to be His.
Be mercy asked and He be prayed,
Who may deserve the heavenly bliss.
And thus it is Forsooth ywis…

To some purpose God made man;
I trust well to salvation.
What was his blood that from him ran
But fence against damnation?
And thus it is Forsooth ywis...

Almighty God in Trinity,
Thy mercy we pray with whole heart,
Thy mercy may all woe make fell
And dangerous dread from us to start.
And thus it is Forsooth ywis…
– Anonymous, 14th century

TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS



Iesous ahatonnia (Jesus is born)
Estenniayon de tsonwe Iesous ahatonnia
onn’ awatewa nd’ oki n’ onyouandaskwaentak
ennochien eskwatrihotat n’ onyouandi honrachatha
Iesous ahatonnia, Jesus is born, Iesous ahatonnia
Humans, all, take heart today for Jesus Christ is 

born.
Behold, the evil spirit’s fled, the devils time is done.
Pay heed no more to what he says,
your souls prepare for upright ways.
Iesous ahatonnia, Jesus is born, Iesous ahatonnia
Spirits of the sky come with a message, “End all 

strife.”
Hear ye what the spirits say, “Come, be on top of life.”
“Come on, join us, lift your voice:
Mary’s Child is born. Rejoice!”
Iesous ahatonnia, Jesus is born, Iesous ahatonnia
We will give him praise this day in honor of his 

name.
Let us greet him rev’rently: compassion he will share.
Loving us, this heav’n-sent child says,
“Join my family: live as one.”
Iesous ahatonnia, Jesus is born, Iesous ahatonnia
– Original Wendat text by Jean de Brébeuf (1593-1649)

English lyrics adapted from multiple sources by Peter 
Dennee

(first verse sung in Wendat)

Нова радість (A new joy has appeared)
A new joy has appeared to the whole world:
The most pure Virgin gave birth to a Son.
The star rendered a service—
The Kings of Persia were led to Him.
They brought him frankincense, myrrh, and gold,
and received a heavenly reward in return.
Let us rejoice in Him;
Let us bow low before His Nativity!
May He grant to us a bountiful lifetime,
and that we may reign with Him in heavens for 

eternity.
– Ukrainian Carol (sung in Ukrainian)

Bogoroditse Djevo (Virgin Mary, Rejoice)
Rejoice, virgin mother of God,
Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb,
for you have borne the Savior of our souls.
–from Всенощное бдение (All-Night Vigil)
(sung in Old Church Slavonic)

In dulce jubilo
In sweet joy sing and be happy,
All our hearts’ happiness leads to the manger.
It lights up like the sun in his mother’s lap.
And so will all hearts float in joy.

O little Jesus, you are to me so dear
Comfort all my worries, o renowned child. 
As it’s part of your goodness, o best of boys.
O prince of glory,
Take me with you to your Father’s kingdom.

There  will the angels joyfully sing
A new song.

There in the king’s court
 You will hear the sound of strings.
Many types of treasures are there.
Oh, that we were there! Hallelujah!
– German carol, 14th century
Translation by Anne Horjus and Margaret Burk
(sung in Germanic Latin and Dutch)



Jocelyn Hagen (Hymn to St. Theresa) (b. 1980) has written music described as 
“simply magical” (Fanfare Magazine) and “dramatic and deeply moving” (Star 
Tribune, Minneapolis/St. Paul). From large-scale multimedia works, electro-
acoustic music, dance, and opera to intimate choral works and classical solo 
vocal pieces, Hagen is at home in many genres. Her music has been featured on 
several Wind Orchestra concerts, including her commissioned work celebrating 
the 150th anniversary of Carthage Women, “Shieldmaiden.”“Hymn to St. Teresa” 
is a re-visioning of the “Sanctus” and “Benedictus movements” of her large 
choral work, AMASS, for wind band.

Winnie Brückner (Oh Jesus, Sweet Child) (b. 1979) was born in Görlitz, Germany, 
near the Polish border. Brückner studied jazz singing and composition at the 
Franz Liszt Academy of Music in Weimar and at the Lucerne Jazz School. As a 
singer, she is a member of an early music vocal ensemble, Vox Nostre, and is a 
founding member of the treble-voices a cappella ensemble niniwe. She is also 
an award-winning composer and has received first prize in the German Choral 
Association composition competition. Brückner’s setting of “Oh Jesus, Sweet 
Child” is a unique melding of her heritage and musical passions; the original 
tune is a 17th century German carol that Brückner crafts into a modern choral 
arrangement bubbling with interlocking mixed-meter rhythms and vocal jazz 
harmonies.

Armenian-American composer Alan Hovhaness (1911-2000) cemented his place 
as one of the most prolific composers of the 20th century with over 500 works in 
his ouevre, including an impressive 67 symphonies. Composed in 1941, Psalm 
and Fugue elegantly fuses Middle Eastern aesthetics with an opening that is 
reminiscent of a Renaissance chant, inviting a listener into a soundscape that 
is both familiar and unknown. Simple and welcoming, plaintive and powerful, 
the psalm section ends in a monolithic crescendo leading immediately into the 
fugue subject as introduced by the second violins. Layers upon layers of string 
colors are added as the subject travels throughout the orchestra, culminating in a 
massive, glorious, unified catharsis.

Dr. Rosephanye Powell (The Word Was God) (b. 1962) is a sought-after composer, 
conductor, and vocal pedagogue. Currently on the voice faculty at Auburn 
University, Dr. Powell’s varied catalog of choral works has become standard 
repertoire for university and secondary choruses around the country. As a scholar, 
her research focuses on the art of the African American spiritual and voice care 
concerns for voice professionals, and she is in demand across the country as a 
guest lecturer and conductor. In her piece “The Word Was God,” she uses layers 
of repeated musical patterns called ostinati to construct the musical texture, 
unleash harmonic dissonances, and gradually build musical suspense in this 
modern, rhythmic, exciting work.

SELECTED COMPOSER FOCUS
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