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Teach For America partners with Carthage
to prepare teachers for Milwaukee classrooms

KENOSHA, Wis. – Carthage College and Teach For America (TFA) Milwaukee have partnered to certify a diverse

group of teachers to address the ongoing teacher shortage in Milwaukee. Teach For America finds, develops,

and supports a diverse network of leaders who expand opportunity for children from classrooms, schools, and

every sector and field that shapes the broader systems in which schools operate.

Carthage will add a special cohort of its long-running Accelerated Certification for Teachers program that is

exclusively open to TFA Milwaukee teachers, known as corps members. These first-year teachers will obtain

Wisconsin teaching licenses in as little as two years, with the option to complete a master’s degree.

Through a rigorous recruitment and selection process led by TFA Milwaukee Executive Director Michael

Nguyen, the cohort of 20 corps members will begin the Accelerated Certification for Teachers program this fall.

Carthage faculty members will provide in-person instruction and training.

Two of the college’s professors and administrators, Education Department Chair Nina Weisling and Associate

Dean for Education Siovahn Williams, championed the partnership to bring a pipeline of educators into

Wisconsin.

“This is a fantastic opportunity for Carthage to team up with an organization that is doing really important

work,” says Weisling, a 2003 alumna of TFA Philadelphia who recently received the college’s Distinguished

Teaching Award. “We share Teach for America’s goal to ensure that all students receive an excellent education,

regardless of their neighborhood ZIP code. Together, we’re responding to the urgent call for more teachers in

the buildings where they’re needed most.”

The new partnership dovetails with the mission of Carthage’s successful Urban Teacher Preparation Program,

which aims to expand the pool of resilient, highly effective educators in high-need urban schools.

Undergraduate students spend hundreds of hours in local classrooms, making it the most immersive program

of its kind in Wisconsin.

The partnership also aligns with broader institutional goals that Carthage has established, centered on closing

opportunity gaps in higher education.
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“We’ve made great strides in closing achievement gaps among our undergraduates, taking a leading position in

the national Moon Shot for Equity program,” says Carthage President John Swallow. “We are thrilled to be able

to teach this expertise, which is so strong in our Education Department, to new teachers seeking to accomplish

the same goals in Milwaukee schools.”

Under a teacher license with stipulations, TFA corps members will teach in Milwaukee classrooms while

progressing toward full licensure. Participants’ tuition and other costs will be fully covered by the Segal

AmeriCorps Education Award and Carthage scholarship aid. TFA corps members also serve as AmeriCorps

members.

Through TFA, college graduates and career changers from a wide range of fields make an initial two-year

commitment to teach in high-need schools and become lifelong leaders in the effort to end educational

inequity. The program’s comprehensive training develops leaders who go beyond traditional expectations to

advance the academic and personal growth of their students.

Through this development, they expand their perspectives, knowledge, and skill as educators, advocates, and

systems-change leaders. Approximately 550 alumni have served in Milwaukee schools since Teach for America

began local operations in 2009.

“This collaboration with Carthage College provides our corps members with a unique opportunity to make an

impact in their classrooms while receiving a high-quality education,” says Nguyen, who is also a 2009 alumnus

of TFA Milwaukee. “We are excited to partner with Carthage to develop our corps members into exceptional

educators who will make a lasting impact in their communities.”

Visit www.teachforamerica.org/milwaukee or www.carthage.edu/education for more information.

About Teach For America

Teach For America works in partnership with communities across the country to expand educational opportunities for

children. Founded in 1990, Teach For America finds, develops, and supports a diverse network of leaders who expand

opportunity for children from classrooms, schools, and every sector and field that shapes the broader systems in which

schools operate. Today, Teach For America is a force of 70,000 alumni, corps members, and Ignite fellows working in

pursuit of profound systemic change so that one day every child has an equal opportunity to learn, lead, thrive, and

co-create a future filled with possibility. Teach For America is a proud member of the AmeriCorps national service network.

For more information, visit www.teachforamerica.org and follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

About Carthage College

Carthage is raising expectations for a private college experience. It blends the best liberal arts traditions with desirable

degree programs, transformative learning opportunities, personal attention from distinguished faculty, and a focus on

career development, which makes its graduates competitive in the workforce. Carthage has undertaken a $100 million

fundraising campaign, “Light that Travels,” to deliver a radiant future for students through access, program innovation,

and sustained excellence. Founded in 1847, Carthage is located on an idyllic shore of Lake Michigan in Kenosha, Wisconsin,

in the thriving corridor between Milwaukee and Chicago. Grow with us: www.carthage.edu
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